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being understood by his followers that he also was a
prophet and the compeer of Mahomet, and had the
power of admitting to Paradise such as he should
choose to favour. In order that none without his
license might find their way into this delicious valley,
he caused a strong and inexpugnable castle to be
erected at the opening of it, through which the entry
was by a secret passage. At his court, likewise, this
chief entertained a number of youths, from the age of
twelve to twenty years, selected from the inhabitants
of the surrounding mountains, who showed a disposi-
tion of martial exercises, and appeared to possess the
quality of daring courage. To them he was in the
daily practice of discoursing on the subject of the
Paradise announced by the Prophet, and of his own
power of granting permission ; and at certain times he
caused opium to be administered to them or a dozen
of the youths, and when half dead with sleep he had
them conveyed to the several apartments of the
palaces in the garden. Upon awakening from the
state of lethargy their senses were struck with all the
delightful objects that have been described, and each
perceived himself surrounded by lovely damsels, sing-
ing, playing and attracting his regards by the most
fascinating caresses, until intoxicated with excess of
enjoyment amidst actual rivulets of milk and wine, he
believed himself assuredly in Paradise and felt an
unwillingness to relinquish delights. When four or
five days had thus been passed, they were thrown once
more into a state of somnolency, and carried out of the
garden. Upon their being introduced to his presence
and questioned by him as to where they had been,
their answer was, ' In Paradise, through the favour of
your highness,' and then before the whole court, who
listened to them with eager curiosity and astonishment,
they gave a circumstantial account of the scenes to
which they had been witnesses. The chief thereupon
addressing them said : ' We have the assurances of